
Informa�on Released :  
 
Each year Tasmania contracts firefighting aircraft through the National Aerial 
Firefighting Centre (NAFC). NAFC coordinates the leasing of a national fleet of 
specialised firefighting aircraft on behalf of State and Territory emergency services 
and land management agencies across Australia. This year Tasmania has received 
15 aircraft through the NAFC. This fleet is an improvement to that available during the 
last bushfire season. 
 
This includes 14 contracted to Tasmania Fire Service: 

•           2 x “Air Tractor” AT-802F airplanes 
•           4 x “Fireboss” AT-802F airplanes, equipped with amphibious floats 
•           4 x “Bell” 214B helicopters 
•           2 x “Twin Squirrel” AS355-F1 helicopters 
•           1 x FB 700 AS350-B2 Special Intelligence Gathering (SIG) helicopter 
•           1 x Aero Commander fire spotter airplane 

 
And one contracted to Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service: 

•           1x “HeliTreck” BK117 
 
Tasmania’s firefighting agencies also have access to up to 19 local “call when needed” 
aircraft, meaning there are up to 34 firefighting aircraft available in the state this 
summer, plus the ability to call in more from the mainland if required. 
 
All aircraft are centrally managed by Tasmania Fire Service’s Air Operations Unit. 
 
The amount of water carried by each will depend on how each aircraft is set up on the 
day.  

• The medium helicopters can carry 2500 litres in a belly tank; 
 

• The bucketing aircraft can carry 1000-1500 litres in a bucket;  
 

• The fixed wing aeroplanes can carry 2500-3300 litres 
 
The SIG machine is purely used for intelligence gathering, this is a vital part of 
forecasting where a fire will go, the assets in danger, mapping, identifying spot fires, 
lightning strikes and providing intel to the planning section. 
 
The two helicopter platforms (one each in the North and South) are used for 
coordinating and supervising the firebombing aircraft. They can also be used for 
transporting fire crews. 
 
This year TFS are also contracting a fixed wing reconnaissance aircraft (Aero 
Commander BirdDog) which will be used for lightning strike fire detection, crew 
transport and can also be used as a lead plane for Interstate Large Air Tankers if 
required. 
 
The below table provides details on the aircraft, where they are located and what day 
they will start their contract. 



 


